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immediately follow that we are not to take vengeance
upon him. The infliction of pain and damage is quite
consistent with love, as we all acknowledge in the instance
of a parent punishing a child. In fact, if Christ had
said no more than this we should rather have gathered
that he approved of the requital of injuries. For he bids
us imitate Almighty God, who though He does not with-
draw from sinners the rain and sunlight, yet most
assuredly, as Christ held, punishes them. If we are
to imitate Him in our treatment of injuries, then
we ought to remember not only that His tender
mercies are over all His works, but also that c God
is jealous, and the Lord rcvengeth; the Lord revengetli
and is furious.'
So far, then, this passage is in no way inconsistent with
that other in which we are directed to rebuke one who
wrongs us, nor is there anything in it which strongly
suggests that Christ was thinking of one particular class
of offenders more than another. The rule that we are
to love those who injure us is no doubt absolutely
universal, whatever course of action we adopt in reference
to the injury. But when the same passage tells us how
we are to act—when it directs us to endure the most
outrageous insults without a murmur of complaint or
expostulation, to offer the left cheek to him who smites
us on the right, to offer the cloak to him who takes away
the coat—is this rule equally universal, or is there any-
thing to indicate that the oppressor is to be understood
to be a heathen ?
It may seem impossible to limit one part of the pas-
sage without at the same time limiting the other. But if
Christ's thoughts were intent upon the question in what

